FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BGC Fort Saskatchewan Announces New Expansion adding 124 Additional Childcare
Spaces

Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta — BGC Fort Saskatchewan is proud to announce a significant
expansion that will strengthen services for children, youth, and families across the community.
Thanks to the support from the Government of Alberta’s Building Blocks Capital Grant Program
in partnership with the Government of Canada, BGC Fort Saskatchewan will open 124 additional
licensed childcare spaces for children aged 3, 4, and 5 as part of the construction of a new
expansion adjacent to the existing clubhouse. This investment marks a transformative moment
for the organization and the families it serves.

“We are incredibly excited to be expanding our capacity to support more children and families,”
said Debra Colarosa Executive Director of BGC Fort Saskatchewan. “This project reflects our
long-standing commitment to the community and our belief that every young person deserves a
safe place to belong, grow, and thrive.”

Federal-Provincial Government Funding Agreement

These additional childcare spaces were made possible with a $3.3 million grant from the
Building Blocks Capital Grant Program, funded through the Canada-Alberta Early Learning and
Childcare Infrastructure Funding Agreement.

“Our government is committed to strengthening services for Alberta’s children and families, and
we are proud to support BGC Fort Saskatchewan’s work to build a new clubhouse and create 124

additional licensed childcare spaces,” said Demetrios Nicolaides, Minister of Education and
Childcare.

“Every family deserves access to affordable, quality childcare,” said Anna Gainey, Canada’s
Secretary of State for Children and Youth. “In partnership with the Government of Alberta,
Canada’s new government is creating 124 new spaces in Fort Saskatchewan. This gets parents
off waitlists and gives their children the best start in life.” Additionally, the Canada Child
Benefit (CCB) provides direct, tax-free support, helping about 3.5 million families, including
over 6 million children every year, no matter the childcare option parents choose. While families
can use the benefit however they need, for many it significantly reduces the burden of childcare
expenses — in some cases, cutting them entirely thanks to federal, provincial, and territorial
investments to reduce childcare fees in the Canada-wide early learning and childcare system.

Industry Partners Step Up with Major Contributions

BGC Fort Saskatchewan extends heartfelt gratitude to its industry partners—Inter Pipeline,
Shell Canada, Dow, and Pembina Pipeline Corporation — each company contributing
$100,000 toward the expansion. “Their generosity and ongoing partnership have been essential
in bringing this vision to life, we would not be able to take on a project of this scale without the
support of our industry partners. Their investment to BGC Fort Saskatchewan demonstrates a
shared commitment to the wellbeing of children, youth, and families in Fort Saskatchewan.”
Debra noted.



“We also want to express our gratitude to BGC Canada. As a proud member, we are thankful for
their ongoing leadership, advocacy, and support in helping us grow new and exciting
opportunities for children, youth, and families in Fort Saskatchewan,” said Debra

A Growing Organization Meeting Growing Needs

BGC Fort Saskatchewan has been a cornerstone of the community for 40 years, offering a wide
range of programs, services, and supports. The organization currently operates with:

20 permanent employees

Over 40 contract and casual employees

Over 50 volunteers, including 8 dedicated board members with diverse expertise

Each year, BGC Fort Saskatchewan provides opportunities for more than 1400 children and
youth, including summer programs, out-of-school care, evening youth drop-ins, individualized
and family wraparound support services and endless life-changing opportunities. For more
information on programs, visit www.fsbgc.ca

Construction Timeline

BGC Fort Saskatchewan anticipates breaking ground in June 2026, the new building will be
built on the east side of our existing clubhouse with project completion expected by March
2027. BGC Fort Saskatchewan have engaged award winning architect Todd Voshell and his team
with Voshell Architecture and Design and Stefan van den Berg, project management with Fidelis
Advisory Group “Built on Trust Driven by Results.”

Stay Connected

Following this announcement, BGC Fort Saskatchewan will share updates on the construction
process and project milestones on our website and through social media.

“We are excited to take this next step in our organization’s journey,” the Board and team shared.
“This expansion ensures we can continue supporting the community for many years to come.”
said Debra.

Should you feel inspired and would like to be a part of the meaningful opportunities happening at
BGC Fort Saskatchewan and the lasting impact it has on children, youth and families in our
community, we warmly welcome your support. Your generosity helps us continue the magic that
happens when kids feel safe, valued, and cared for. Donations can be made at the club or through
e-transfer at financial@fsbgc.ca.

OPPORTUNITY CHANGES EVERYTHING!
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